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The 2011 AAG Annual Meeting will take place from April 12-16 in 
Seattle, Washington.   It promising to be an extraordinary 
conference, with over 6,000 geographers and colleagues 
registered to attend as of February. 
 
ά{ŜŀǘǘƭŜ ƛǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άƎƭƻōŀƭ ŎƛǘȅΣέ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ 
geographers should be asking as they prepare to fly in for the 
2011 AAG Annual aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎΥ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ 
(Matthew Sparke, University of Washington).   
 
For sessions of interest to INLT members see page 4.   
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Even though stipulated within 
subject benchmark statements 
(QAA, 2007), there is the 
potential for fieldwork to 
become more focussed or even 
reduced in teaching programmes 
due to the current economic 
climate.  Maximising learning in 
the field may be achieved by 
adapting the use of emerging 
technologies (hardware and 
software) into current fieldwork 
practices.  
 

Enhancing Fieldwork Learning is 
a 3-year multi-disciplinary 
Higher Education Academy 
funded project led by 
Professor(s) Derek France, Julian 
Park and Brian Whalley.   
 
Fieldwork is a resource intensive 
and expensive component of a 
departmental budget within the 
Bioscience and Geography, 
Earth and Environmental 
Science (GEES) communities.  

Contact Details 

Dr Katharine Welsh, University of 
Chester, 01244-511-1236 
k.welsh@chester.ac.uk  

Professor Derek France, University of 
Chester, d.france@chester.ac.uk  

Professor Julian Park, University of 
Reading, j.r.park@reading.ac.uk  

Professor Brian Whalley, Higher 
Education Consultant, 
b.whalley@qub.ac.uk 

Ȭ4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÔÅÁÍ ÁÒÅ actively seeking case studies which demonstrate good practice in fieldwork, 

please contact Dr Katharine Welsh [ k.welsh@chester.ac.uk] to complete a pro-ÆÏÒÍÁȭȢ   

 

Switched off by technology?  
¢ƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΩ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǊŜ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ άǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘέ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ 
of teaching and learning  due to their own lack of confidence and 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ άwŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘέ ό.ǊŀŘǿŜƭƭΣ н009) this 
project aims to encourage practitioners to connect with both familiar 
and new technologies and think about how they can be used within a 
ŦƛŜƭŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǊŜ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ 
ŦƛŜƭŘǿƻǊƪΩ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ǘo GIS and the use of GPS, in fact, the 
project focuses on taking good practice found in current fieldwork and 
enhancing this through the use of technology in a way that is 
accessible to both staff and students.  One example of this may be 
photographing traditional field sketches, uploading them to a photo 
sharing site such as FLICKR and allowing students to share their 
sketches and annotate or comment on their own sketches and  
sketches within the group.  A key output of this project will be a web-
based resource providing solutions and ideas for practitioners to apply 
in their own fieldwork and enhance learning through the use of 
technology.   
 
Web 2.0  
Web 2.0 is an emerging term that is filtering into academia from 
computer science. There are numerous definitions of web 2.0. Within 
this project it is defined as any technology which facilitates sharing 
content, contributing content and collaborating (Shirky, 2003).  Classic 
examples of Web 2.0 are podcasting, blogging, RSS feeds, social 
bookmarking and social networking, many of which are already being 
used to facilitate teaching.  This project aims to apply Web 2.0 
technologies into fieldwork to maximise learning, whether that is in 
preparation for fieldwork, during fieldwork or post-fieldwork.   This 
may include using new software and applications which will require 
the project team to investigate the usability of new hardware e.g. 

Massey University students recording 
climate data on the Fox Glacier, South 
Island, NZ 

mailto:k.welsh@chester.ac.uk
mailto:d.france@chester.ac.uk
mailto:j.r.park@reading.ac.uk
mailto:b.whalley@qub.ac.uk
mailto:k.welsh@chester.ac.uk


 

 

 
 

  

  
 
  

3 

the project team to investigate the usability of new hardware e.g. 
netbooks, smartphones and remote Wi-Fi servers and also software 
applications e.g. Evernote, YouTube, Windows Movie Maker etc. 
within a fieldwork module.   
 
Effective learning in the Field 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ ΨtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩΦ  IŀǾŜ 
you ever taken a pen and written some notes in a notebook? If the 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ȅŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀlready demonstrated the most basic 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ΨtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 
[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ ǘŜǊƳΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƛǎ 
familiar to anyone who has been involved in learning at any stage 
of their life.  This project elevates this concept to the next level by 
adding in technology, thus a more complex Personal Learning 
Environment might be a student who is using a netbook that has a 
range of software on it to best facilitate learning. JISC (2010) 
defines a Personal LeaǊƴƛƴƎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ άŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
the learner can access and share a range of tools and services in an 
integrated way for supporting their own needs.έ The project aims 
to explore Personal Learning Environments and Group Learning 
Environments (essentially linked and dynamic PLEs) in a range of 
field situations across the Bioscience and GEES disciplines.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Katharine Welsh  
Professor Derek France  
Professor Julian Park  
Professor Brian Whalley 
 

Enhancing Fieldwork 

Learning References 

Bradwell, P. (2009) The Edgeless 
University. (London: Demos). 

JISC (2010) Definitions: Technology 
enhanced learning environments 
areas. Available at:  
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/pro
grammes/elearning/tele/definitions.a
spx. (Accessed January 20th 2011) 

Prensky, M (2001) "Digital Natives, 
Digital Immigrants" On the Horizon, 
Vol. 9 No.5 October 2001, NCB 
University Press  

Shirky, C. (2003) Social software and 
the politics of groups. Networks, 
economics and culture mailing list 
[online] 9th March 2003. Available at: 
http://shirky.com/writings/group_poli
tics.html (Accessed January 20th 
2011) 

QAA Quality Assurance Agency for 
Higher Education (2007) Bioscience 
Benchmark Statement. Available at: 
www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructu
re/benchmark/.../Biosciences07.pdf 
(Accessed January 20th 2011) 

QAA Quality Assurance Agency for 
Higher Education (2007) Geography 
Benchmark Statement. Available at: 
www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructu
re/benchmark/.../ Geography.pdf  
(Accessed January 20th 2011) 

 

 

University of Chester students 
learning about regeneration and 
the 2012 Olympics, London UK 

Get involved 
In order to facilitate the enhancement of fieldwork practice, the 
team is investigating the extent of current fieldwork practice.  The 
project team are actively seeking case studies which demonstrate 
good practice in fieldwork, please contact Dr Katharine Welsh 
[k.welsh@chester.ac.uk] to complete a pro-forma.  We also have a 
fieldwork questionnaire to establish current usage of technology in 
fieldwork, this can be found at our website 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WQ29NH2.   
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀ ΨŦƛŜƭŘΩ ōŀǎŜŘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻƴ 
15th-18th September 2011 at the Field studies Council (FSC) centre in 
Port Talbot, South Wales to enable practitioners to come together 
to share and exchange their fieldwork teaching practice.  Some 
funding is available to aid attendance at this event.  For more 
information about the project, to submit a case study, fill out a 
survey or for funding opportunities please contact Dr Katharine 
Welsh [k.welsh@chester.ac.uk] or Telephone 01244-511-1236 
Twitter: @FIELDWORK_NTF or visit our website 
http://www.enhancingfieldwork.org.uk/index.html 
 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/elearning/tele/definitions.aspx
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/elearning/tele/definitions.aspx
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/elearning/tele/definitions.aspx
http://shirky.com/writings/group_politics.html
http://shirky.com/writings/group_politics.html
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/benchmark/.../Biosciences07.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/benchmark/.../Biosciences07.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/benchmark/.../Geography.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/benchmark/.../Geography.pdf
mailto:k.welsh@chester.ac.uk
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WQ29NH2
mailto:k.welsh@chester.ac.uk
file:///C:/Users/kwelsh/Desktop/@FIELDWORK_NTF
http://www.enhancingfieldwork.org.uk/
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ESRC Seminar 
Series: Global 
Citizenship as a 
Graduate Attribute 
18th March 2011, 
Institute of 
Education, UK 

Title:  Enlightenment 
cosmopolitanism: Western or 
Universal  

Presenter: Robert Fine, Department 
of sociology University of Warwick 
 
This talk explores the argument 
that Enlightenment 
cosmopolitanism is expressive of a 
western cultural and political 
particularity that contests its claim 
to universal applicability.   
 
Title:  An Exploration of Discourses 
ƻŦ ΨwŀŎŜΩ - Ψtƻǎǘ-ǊŀŎŜΩΥ LƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
for Pedagogy. 

Presenters: Dr Stephen Cowden 
and Dr Gurnam Singh, Department 
of Social and Community Studies, 
Coventry University 
 
This paper seeks to do two things: 

1. To map out what we call 
the discursive field of 
ΨǊŀŎŜ ς post-ǊŀŎŜΩΦ   

2. To propose a process, 
based on the discussion 
above, for engaging 
pedagogically with 
racialised subjectivities in 
classroom settings. 

The seminar will be held in Room 
675 on the 6th Floor of the Main 
Building of the Institute of 
Education, 29 Bedford Way 
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/sitehelp/107
2.html  
 
For further information see  
http://www.wlv.ac.uk/default.aspx?p
age=25901 

IGU CGE Symposium, London, United 
Kingdom, April 2011  
 
The British Committee of the IGU CGE are organising a Symposium in the 
ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ ¦YΣ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
Annual Conference (April 15th-16th, 2011 at the University of Surrey). 
 
Date: April 18th-20th, 2011. 
Venue: Institute Of Education, University of London, London, United 
Kingdom. 
ThemeΥ Ψ/ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ aŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΩ 
Website: www.igu-cge-uk.webs.com/londonsymposium2011.htm 
 
Symposium sub-themes: The Symposium covers the full educational age 
range for geographical and environmental education: early years, primary 
school, secondary school, further education and high education, and 
lifelong learning.  The sub-themes are: 

¶ Curriculum development in and affecting geography locally and 
nationally; 

¶ School, college and classroom curriculum planning in geography; 

¶ Professional development for teachers of geography; 

¶ Developing and good practices in areas of geographical pedagogy; 

¶ Key concepts and ideas for school, further and higher education 
geography; 

¶ How curriculum experiences affect learning in geography; 

¶ Curriculum and assessment in geography. 
 
Fieldtrip: To the London Olympic site to see the development of the site 
and consider the nature and benefits of and issues concerning the 
regeneration of this area of east London.  It will be led by Geographical 
Association President-elect for 2012-13, Bob Digby.  Bob Digby is an expert 
on the London Olympics development and its impact and regularly leads 
fieldtrips to the site and area. 
 
Symposium fees: 
Registration: £300.00 (up to April 10th, 2011) 
 
Key dates and deadlines: 
March 15th, 2011: Posting of Programme on website. 
April 10th, 2011: Deadline for full-cost Registration. 
April 18th, 2011: Opening of Symposium, Conference Paper Presentations 
and Reception. 
April 19th, 2011: Second day of Papers Presentations. 
April 20th, 2011: Fieldtrip to the London Olympic site. 
 
Accommodation: 
Information on hotel and hostel accommodation is provided on the 
website. 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ 
Registration and payment of fees, the submission of papers, information 
about accommodation, and other relevant matters. 

http://www.ioe.ac.uk/sitehelp/1072.html
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/sitehelp/1072.html
http://www.wlv.ac.uk/default.aspx?page=25901
http://www.wlv.ac.uk/default.aspx?page=25901
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¢ƘŜ !!DΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ Dƭƻōŀƭ DŜƻƎraphy Education (CGGE) project 
offers online resources for teaching international perspectives on 
important global issues.  Six geography modules are currently 
available: Population and Natural Resources, Global Economy, 
National Identity, Migration, Water Resources, and Global Climate 
Change.  Each module consists of interlocking content sections that 
have different but complementary instructional functions:  

¶ The foundation of a CGGE module is the conceptual 
framework that presents some of the key theories and 
perspectives that geographers use to examine issues 
ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘǳƭŜΩǎ ǘƻǇƛŎΦ   

¶ Drawing on the conceptual framework are regional case 
studies, currently four per module, based on geographic 
research and written by geographers in those regions in 
collaboration with U.S. scholars.  The case studies feature a 
variety of activities and interactive animations for teaching 
spatial thinking, mapping, and analytical skills. 

¶ Most case studies are supplemented by collaborative 
projects designed to connect undergraduate classes 
internationally for data sharing, spatial analysis, and critical 
discussions of issues.  Student interactions are supported 
with Moodle e-learning technologies such as discussion 
boards, blogs, and wikis. 

 
CGGE also sponsors workshops designed to prepare faculty for 
international collaborative teaching practices.   The most recent 
workshop took place in Singapore in March 2010 and brought 
together 21 U.S. students and faculty and 10 geographers from 
Singapore, Vietnam, Japan, and Malaysia.  Participants 
collaboratively developed new case studies and collaborative 
projects focusing on geographic issues in East and Southeast Asia.   
Their materials are available on the CGGE website: 
http://globalgeography.aag.org. 
   
Several participants from the Singapore workshop are currently 
implementing the CGGE modules in their own geography classes, 
and some have extended their collaborations even further.  For 
example, Dr. Kim Irvine at Buffalo State College recently formalized 
a new study abroad course with Dr. Firuza Mustafa at the University 
of Malaysia (both are co-authors of a case study and collaborative 
project for the CGGE Water Resources module).  In summer 2011, 
Buffalo State students will use the Water Resources module to 
interact online with Malaysian undergraduates prior to traveling to 
Malaysia for local instruction and fieldwork.   
 
The AAG has proposals pending at the National Science Foundation 
that, if funded, will support CGGE workshops in India, Africa, the 
Middle East, and other regions in the coming years.   The INLT 
community will be among the first to know about future workshop 
opportunities. 

 

Early Career 

,ÅÃÔÕÒÅÒȭÓ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ 

2011 

23- 24th May 2011, Department of 
Geography and Development 
Studies, University of Chester.   
 
This two-day workshop is designed 
for anyone in the first five years of 
teaching geography, earth, 
environmental sciences, and in 
closely related disciplines for 
example transport studies, in 
Higher Education, in the UK and 
internationally. 
 
Registration for this event is now 
open. For full registration details 
and the draft programme, please 
visit 
http://gees.ac.uk/events/2011/new

lect11/newlect11.htm.   
 

 

Centre for Global 

Geography Education 

(CGGE) 

 
 
Singapore Group Photograph 

 
 

http://globalgeography.aag.org/


AAG EDGE Project Research on Geography 
Graduate Education and Workforce Issues: 
Update 

 
 
 
 
 

  

¢ƘŜ !!DΩǎ ά9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ό95D9ύέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ōȅ b{CΩǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ Evaluation on Education in Science and Engineering (REESE) program, is a 
three-year, $993,031 initiative for researching and improving geography graduate education for STEM careers in 
business, government, and nonprofit organizations.   EDGE is supporting three major areas of research: 
 
Research Component 1: Analysis of Professional Geographers in Business, Government, and Nonprofit 
Organizations 
Group Members: Michael Solem (Project Director), Beth Schlemper (co-PI), Larry Carlson (Carlson & Associates), 
Judy Colby-George (advisor, Spatial Alternatives), John Frazier (advisor, SUNY-Binghamton), Suzi Moser (advisor, 
independent consultant), Linda Peters (ESRI) 
Research Consultants: Joy Adams (AAG), Jenny Lee (University of Arizona) 
Research Assistants: Mark Revell (AAG), Aurelia Kollasch (University of Arizona)  
 
Michael Solem, Beth Schlemper and Joy Adams have lead responsibility for this research component focusing on 
how geography is being practiced in business, government, and nonprofit organizations.  Data for this research was 
collected through monthly work logs completed over six months by a sample of more than 100 professional 
geographers.  The logs explore how professional geographers (broadly defined) in a wide range of workplaces apply 
geographical knowledge and skills, as well as more general types of skills in their work.  The logs also explore issues 
related to professional identities and workplace climate.  Preliminary results of the log study will be presented at 
the AAG meeting in Seattle as part of an organized session of EDGE Phase 2 work. 
 
A future study will implement an online survey designed to measure workplace climate using quantitatively-
validated constructs adapted from prior research on academic climate.  AAG staff Joy Adams and Mark Revell are 
currently reviewing literatures on workforce and industry trends, focusing on developments in BGN sectors likely to 
have implications for future career prospects for geographers.   This literature review will especially inform 
research components 1 & 2 of the EDGE Phase 2 project.  
 
Research Component 2: Analysis of Business, Government, and Nonprofit Employers 
Group Members: Michael Solem (Project Director), Jean McKendry (lead researcher, AAG), Rob George (advisor, 
Rite Aid), Lisa Nungesser (advisor, Parsons Brinckerhoff), Trudy Suchan (advisor, US Census), Kate Edwards 
(Englobe, Inc.) 
Research Consultants: Joy Adams (AAG), Jenny Lee (University of Arizona) 
Research Assistants: Mark Revell (AAG), Aurelia Kollasch (University of Arizona)  
 
Jean McKendry and Michael Solem have lead responsibility for this research component.  Information from this 
research will help us better understand the role of geography and geographic skills in the context of current and 
future workforce trends and needs.  The methodology includes a sample of businesses that we intend to contact 
for the phone interviews along with details about how this sample was created.  To summarize, the sample has 
been stratified geographically using the eight regional divisions of the Bureau of Labor Statistics.  We have 
proposed three businesses per region (total of 24) plus up to six additional organizations that might be essential to 
include but that should perhaps not use one of the regional slots.  We would like to interview 1-3 employees per 
business to collect information from managers and human resources staff where possible and appropriate.  With 
assistance from Mark Revell, we have been able to compile a list of specific contacts and contact information for 
individuals at the businesses in our sample (CEOs or equivalent, HR contacts, etc.). 
 
The next steps for this research component are to initiate contact with and then schedule and implement phone 
interviews with individuals we have identified in our business sample. We anticipate a few refusals, and are 
prepared to make substitutions if needed.  In addition, we will create the samples for government and nonprofit 
organizations.  These samples will also be stratified geographically, but will be smaller than the business sample 
(16-20 each).  Preliminary results from the interviews we conduct between January and March 2011 will be 
presented at the AAG meeting in Seattle as part of an organized session of EDGE Phase 2 work.  
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International 

Perspectives in 

Teaching and 

Learning with GIS in 

Secondary Schools 

Ali Demirci, and Joseph Kerski 
have edited an upcoming book 
ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Perspectives in Teaching and 
Learning with GIS in Secondary 
{ŎƘƻƻƭǎέ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 
September 2011 by Springer. 
 

 

 

National Conference 

on Geography 

Education 

Join your colleagues!  600 
geography educators are 
expected at the National 
Conference on Geography 
Education (www.ncge.org) in 
Portland OR USA, August 
2011.    Joseph Kerski is serving 
as NCGE President this year.   
 
 

GI-Forum 

Joseph Kerski is keynoting 
(topic:  GIS in education) at the 
GI-Forum (www.gi-forum.org) in 
Salzburg, July 2011. 
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Research Component 3: Analysis of Graduate Geography Programs 
Group Members: Michael Solem (Project Director), Ken Foote (co-PI), Jan 
Monk (co-PI), David DiBiase (advisor, Penn State), Rob Kent (advisor, CSU-
Northridge), Nate Sessoms (advisor, USC), Ben Ofori-Amoah (Western 
Michigan University) 
Research Consultants: Joy Adams (AAG), Jenny Lee (University of Arizona) 
Research Assistants: Mark Revell (AAG), Aurelia Kollasch (University of 
Arizona)  
 
This research component is currently focusing on two surveys.  The first was 
mailed in January to a sample of slightly over 4000 graduate students in 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ 
March to faculty in those same departments.   Both are designed to collect 
from their respective samples information about career planning and 
professional development opportunities for graduate students.  The surveys 
also explore issues related to advising and mentoring practices, student 
learning outcomes (especially with regard to skill areas identified on 
geography competency models from earlier research), and student-advisor 
relationships.    
 
When the survey research is completed, the next objective for this research 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ 
geography.   Ken Foote, Jan Monk and Michael Solem are currently 
weighing a number of research issues and methodologies for this study.   
Further information will be provided as the planning and design progresses 
in the coming months.  
 
Outreach and Publication Activities   
The work of EDGE-Phase 2 continues to be featured at various conferences 
and meetings:   

¶ Applied Geography Conference plenary session (October 2010) 

¶ Conference on Measuring Competence in Higher Education, Berlin 
(February 2011) 

¶ AAG Annual Meeting in Seattle (April 2011) 

¶ Geography Faculty Development Alliance and Departmental 
Leadership Workshops (June 2011) 

 
Publications 
EDGE Phase 2 is funding the development of a new AAG book, Practicing 
Geography: Careers for Enhancing Society and the Environment.  The book 
is being designed to support the preparation of geographers for careers in 
business, government, and nonprofit organizations.  The book will also 
explore opportunities in education, working internationally, freelancing and 
consulting, and offer perspectives on issues of particular interest to 
students (e.g., getting the most out of internships) and current 
professionals (e.g., networking and balancing work and home 
life).   Practicing Geography is scheduled to be published in February 2012. 
 
For further details about the EDGE project, please visit www.aag.org/edge.   

http://www.ncge.org/
http://www.gi-forum.org/
http://www.aag.org/edge


  

 
 

 
  

Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting Sessions 

Paper Session 2173: Learning for Sustainability: Geography, Community Engagement and Citizenship. 8:00 AM ς 
9:40 AM in Queen Anne ς Sheraton Hotel, Union Tower, Third Floor. 
This session explores the following themes: 1) What is the effectiveness of pedagogy and practice relating to learning 
for sustainability in schools, universities and civil society? 2) How can the agendas of learning for sustainability, 
community engagement and citizenship education interlink within the geography curriculum? 3) What is the 
potential for community-student engagement to enhance the student learning experience? In what community-
based settings can learning be transformative? 4) How can different types of citizenship education be delivered 
through the geography curriculum? 
 
Panel Session 2473: Writing Successfully for the Journal of Geography in Higher Education. 12:40 PM ς 2:20 PM in 
Queen Anne ς Sheraton Hotel, Union Tower, Third Floor. 
After discussing the mission of the Journal of Geography in Higher Education (JGHE), panelists will explain the 
submission, review, and publication processes of the JGHE. Topics will include the nature of material appropriate for 
submission, the types and level of evidence necessary to support findings, the recommended length of manuscripts, 
advice about writing for an international readership, and JGHE's citation index. Prospective authors will be 
encouraged to interact with panelists through an interactive paper review session and to discuss issues specific to 
manuscripts they are planning or writing. 
 
Paper Session 2503: Geographic Issues in Southeast Asia: Case Studies and Collaborative Projects for 
Undergraduates. 2:40 PM ς 4:20 PM in 603 ς Washington State Convention Center, Level Six. 
This session highlights educational resources developed collaboratively by geographers from the United States and 
various countries in Southeast Asia who attended a workshop in Singapore from March 14-18, 2010, organized by 
the AAG's Center for Global Geography Education (CGGE) project.   The session will lead off with a brief introduction 
to the CGGE project and its online collection of modules for undergraduate geography classes.  CGGE modules 
examine important geographical issues and consist of regional case studies and collaborative projects that engage 
students in international learning activities using Moodle e-learning technologies.  Representatives from several of 
the CGGE-Singapore workshop groups will present the case studies and collaborative projects they created for the 
CGGE project.   The educational resources developed by the CGGE-Singapore workshop focus on issues related to 
national identity, global climate change, water resources, migration, population and natural resources, and the 
global economy. The session will conclude with remarks about the workshop process and how it engaged 
participants in intercultural learning and modeled a process of international collaboration emulating how the CGGE 
modules engage undergraduate students. 
 
tŀƴŜƭ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ нрупΥ ¢ƘŜ Ψ9ƴƎŀƎŜŘ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩΥ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇΦ 2:40 PM ς 
4:20 PM in Madrona Room ς Sheraton Hotel, Second Floor. 
This panel session explores issues in developing university-community links around teaching, research and 
knowledge exchange in geography in higher education.  The panel will explore the different forms of university-
community engagement in an international context, what the key research foci are for geographer-community 
partnerships, what geographers (students and staff) can bring to the table, and the challenges and benefits of 
community engagement to learning and research in geography, geography departments and 'engaged' 
institutions.  A particular focus will be the links between community engagement activities and Education for 
Sustainable Development, Education for Sustainability, citizenship education and internationalisation agendas. 
 
Paper Session 2635: Journal of Geography in Higher Education Annual Lecture: Geography and the Changing 
Landscape of Higher Education. 4:40 PM ς 6:20 PM in 3B ς Washington State Convention Center, Level Three. 
An invited Journal of Geography in Higher Education Annual Lecture entitled: ΨGeography and the Changing 
Landscape of HigheǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ōȅ Rodney A Erickson - Pennsylvania State University. 
 
For up to the minute news about the conference, visit the AAG website at  
http://www.aag.org/cs/annual_conference 
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E. Willard and Ruby S. Miller Geography 
Education Research Grant 
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b/D9Ωǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ will award grants in 2011 for research on 
issues related to geography education.  Proposals may request up to 
$4,000 for projects lasting up to 24 months. 

The deadline for proposal submission is Friday, April 8, 2011 

Awards will be presented during the National Conference on Geography 
Education in Portland, Oregon ~ August 4-7, 2011. 

Purpose. The Miller Research Grant program was established in 2004 
through a generous endowment to NCGE by E. Willard and Ruby S. Miller. 
The grants are intended to advance the frontiers of geography education 
by supporting and promoting innovative research in theory, practice, and 
application. Projects should enhance the understanding of geographic 
learning and teaching through original investigations of learning 
processes, techniques, and content. Projects may focus on geographic 
learning and teaching at any age level from pre-school to adult. 
Investigations concentrating on the micro-scale examination of individual 
learners and teachers are welcome as are studies that pursue issues of 
geographic education at the classroom, school, district, college, state, 
national, or international levels. Empirical research is encouraged, as is 
research on learning among students, instruction and/or pre-service and 
in-service programs for geography educators.  

Proposals that do not explicitly focus on research related to teaching 
and learning geography will not be considered. 

In 2011, the NCGE is particularly interested in applications relevant to 
the instruction and assessment of the Advanced Placement (AP) Human 

geography course. 

 
Evaluation Criteria: Proposals will be evaluated in accordance with 
standards adapted from the National Science Foundation proposal review 
criteria as follows: 
 
1) What is the intellectual or scientific merit of the proposed activity? 
How important is the proposed activity to advancing knowledge and 
understanding of geographic education? How well qualified is the 
applicant (individual or team) to conduct the project? To what extent 
does the proposed activity suggest and explore creative and original 
concepts? How well conceived and organized is the proposed activity? Is 
there sufficient access to resources? 
 
2) What are the broader impacts of the proposed activity on the theory 
or practice of geographic education? 
How well does the activity advance discovery and understanding while 
promoting teaching, training, and learning? Will the results be 
disseminated broadly to enhance scientific and technological 
understanding? What may be the benefits of the proposed activity to 
geographic education, geography, and society? 

Research Grant 

Eligibility and 

Restrictions  

1. Applicants must be NCGE 
members.  

2. Grantees are required to present 
the results of their projects: (1) at 
an annual meeting of NCGE; and 
(2) in a manuscript submitted for 
publication in the Journal of 
Geography.  

3. Funds may be requested for 
research supplies, staff or student 
support, and research travel and 
other expenses directly related to 
the research project.  Student 
assistance is allowed up to a 
maximum of $2,000.  Funds are 
not awarded for any other salary, 
fringe benefits of grantees, 
indirect costs, travel to 
conferences, tuition, page costs, 
or fees and registrations.  
Equipment such as computer 
hardware and software is 
generally non-fundable unless it is 
directly and clearly tied to the 
success of a research project.  

4. Grantees must demonstrate that 
they have obtained any needed 
clearances for research involving 
human subjects that are required 
by their institutions or 
organizations.  

5. A final narrative report of the 
research and a full financial 
accounting is due to NCGE within 
90 days after the termination 
date of the project.  

6. In exceptional circumstances, 
when the project warrants, 
requests may be made in excess 
of $4,000. 

 




